UPCOMING EVENTS:

JAN. 2—- SCHOOLS
CLOSED

JAN. 3—- SCHOOLS
RE-OPEN

JAN. 9- SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
AT 6:00 PM@ EHS

JAN. 10- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN. 12— AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN. 16— SCHOOLS
CLOSED- MARTIN
LUTHER KING ]JR.
DAY

JAN. 17- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN. 19- 8TH
GRADE SCIENCE/
CIVICS SOL TEST

JAN. 19- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN 23-27- EXAMS
(HS CLASSES)

JAN. 24— AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN. 25TH- PAR-
ENT INVOLVE-
MENT EVENT

JAN. 26- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTOR-
ING

JAN. 26- END OF
NINE WEEKS

JAN. 27- SCHOOLS
CLOSED/
TEACHER WORK-
DAY

eJAN 30- SCHOOLS
CLOSED/
TEACHER IN-
SERVICE

Essex Intermediate School

JANUARY, 2017

Dear Families,

Happy New Year! We hope that you enjoyed a relax-

ing holiday break. With the New Year upon us and the
start of a new semester right around the corner, we I
can capitalize on this opportunity to reenergize our =
students and help them start the year off focused on

their academic progress through goal setting. If you’re anything like us, you prob-
ably have a laundry list of New Year’s resolutions you would like to accomplish.
Goal setting in the New Year shouldn’t be reserved for adults only. Encourage
your child to participate in goal setting to support his or her academic progress.

John Hattie (2009), a well-known educational researcher, emphasizes the im-
portance of student goal setting. His research suggests that when working with
students, we should not simply encourage them to “do their best;” instead, we
should help students set and master attainable goals. When setting goals with
students, consider the following steps:

I. Decide on a specific goal

2. Choose an end date that’s not too far off
3. Break the goal down into smaller steps
4. Check in with someone as you go

We challenge you this New Year to help your child set meaningful goals and help
monitor his or her progress until they have reached these goals. We are excited
to see the wonderful accomplishments our students earn this year!

We hope you enjoy reading through the newsletter this month to learn more
about the amazing things that have been going on in our school. If you have any
questions about our upcoming events or activities here at EIS, please feel free to
contact me at any time at hgentry@essex.k12.va.us or 804-443-3040. Thank you
for partnering with us to make this a great 2017!

Best regards,

Heather Gentry
Principal



Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

Essex Intermediate School was buzzing with the sounds of “Hi, Ho, Hi, Ho, It’s off to work we go” as the
cast of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs entertained families, staff, and community members with its
first play of the year. The cafeteria was packed for both shows on Friday and Saturday nights as the stu-
dents sang and danced throughout the performance.

Sponsor Whittney Myers said that when she was hired, she knew she wanted to start a drama club as it is
a passion of hers that she wanted to pass on to the students at EIS. “I loved being in plays myself, so |
knew that | could give that same opportunity to students here at the Intermediate School. There is a
wealth of creative talent that | knew | wanted to uncover.” Mrs. Jody Williams helped Myers by making
many of the costumes, and Ms. Marcie Canada also helped as assistant director.

The cast included: Sophia Ault as the narrator; Shelby
Stokes as Snow White and Rachel Easter as the
Huntsman; Taylor Logan was the witch while the
Prince, King and Queen were played by Jacob Yocum,
Will Dunn and Emily Atkins respectively; Jalynn Plum-
mer was the Magic Mirror. The Seven Dwarfs were
played by Ta’Niya Garnett, Melody Turner, Kylie
Jones, Kaileigh Sisson, Cameron Lee, Luke Orlando,
and Cynia Johnson. David Ault played the minister/
mouse. The cast was supported by Haylee Ferrell and
Payton Jones as Stage Managers and Keyboardist.

Spelling Bee!

Essex Intermediate School participated in the Richmond Times Dispatch state spelling bee contest. The winner
of the December school wide spelling bee will go on to represent Essex County Public Schools at Richmond
Times Dispatch Regional Spelling Bee at the Library of Virginia on March 11th.

Each student in the school took part in a written spelling bee during English classes to determine the top
spellers from each grade level. These top spellers qualified to represent their grade level at the school’s
spelling bee.

A total of 29 students participated in the school-wide spelling bee after the classroom
portion. After several tight rounds,
Shamari Garnett, a seventh grader, and

| Janay Segar, a sixth grader, were the
last two spellers standing. Shamari Gar-
nett correctly spelled “cavalcade” to win
the title of Spelling Bee Champion for

bl Essex County Public Schools!




~
Students of the Month

Each month, students from each grade level are nominated by the EIS staff for exhibiting our behav-
ioral expectations and going above and beyond at our school. From these nominations, our staff
members choose a boy and a girl for our “Student of the Month” for each grade level. For the month
of December we recognized the following students as our PBIS Students of the Month:

5th Grades

Warner B®Warhew is an excellent example of a stud
spectful. His |l ove of | earning is contagious. He
cl assroom.

Abigail -Bbog&isl i swoar kviergy shtaudlent . She shows grea
class. Abigail is always kind to her peers and re
6th Grade:

Devin Balbevisronhas been working very hard in cl as
compl ete his work at all ti mes.

Lindsey -Birmdvsmney al ways comes to class ready to |e
to always do her best and never needs to be remin
7th Grade:s

Cassi A€amsie is an amazing and kind individual

e
with kindness and respect no matter what.

¢ NE P2 NI- TNRIoOKiSs hardworking and polite. He sho

Al |l i e BAlelviiemsi s al ways pleasant in cl ass, faolrwaoytsh
student s.

2 nt wh o
is a |e

t effor
spect fu

WS resp

emor ks h

Tvyrese -Hoymrrees &darrsl awor king stu-
dent who participates wea -
erate of his peers.

Congratulations to our Students of the Month
for December. We enjoyed honoring these
students at a special luncheon on December
20th at EIS.

Above- (Back row, left to right)- Tyrese Horne, Abigail Br

Cassie Adams, Devin Balderson, Trevor Broache. (Front r:
to right)- Allie Blevins, Lindsey Brown, Warner Beazley.

doks,
ow, left
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National Junior Honor Society
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1. Jordan Akers

2.Emily Atkins

3. Allie Blevins

4. James Brightwell

5.McKenna Condrey

6. Jalen Davenport

7. Jenna Davis

8. Rachel Easter

9. Brian Farrow

10. Makai Fortune

11. Shamari Garnett

12. Makayla Harvey

13. Madison Nelson

14. Aaliyah Roane

15. Jaclyn Suggs

16. Caitlyn Sydnor

17. Dalyn Taylor

18. Heaven Walker

19. Jacob Yocum




Read and Roll Program!

: Reading is fun! Sports are fun! You can do both for free! A library card is free and you can read your way onto
' a Parks and Recreation team. Just sign up for the Read and Roll Challenge. If you read enough you will get to

: participate in Indoor Soccer for free! Entry forms are available in the EIS front office.

|

| Here's what you do:

1) Pick up a check sheet in the EIS front office.
2) Show that you or your family have a library card.
3) Earn AR points at your school and create book reviews to share with your school and your library.

*Grades 5-8, earn five points and write two book reviews or earn eight points and write one book re-

view.

4) Attend your school’s AR event.

6) Send athank you to the sponsor who paid your way onto the team.

7
I .

|
1
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
:
'5) Turnin Check Sheet at the Essex County Parks and Recreation Department or the Essex Public Library.
1
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|

Winter Concert

On December 8th, Mr. Wormley and the 5th-7th grade chorus students as well as the 6th-
8th grade band students hosted their winter concert at EHS for all to enjoy. We hope you
will be able to join us when these students perform again in the spring!




PAGE 6
tios Fai
be
ud:
Hemingway

nf or me—Ermest

L

f

Have

Mont h,

have?

t hbestandst bt
subscri
ng

o Wi

Li brary?
i es!

@ t he
Fami
now haveFaactcCa stse
ases with
ng
t he f

EIS

S
b
LH Il Su sct urrart @ notnlsy

dat abases.

t
a
L

Happening
.
ce wi
ckets

New Year
Ti

ser vi
f act caintde .ecnotne r
User nnameiBassworbdil | dog

0s
ea
ev
ti on
den

New Resource
WWW .

Wh a t
Gol

Fa

News from the EIS Library...................

COO0C

T T x C
.— C © O
.- O O .-
Fe 0=

nNt easer

ng
me nu
o
Appe
onal Br ai
a septillion

Chef Weedend6s Book Tast.i
be on the
Students wi l
selection f
preference. Bon
One Last Thing
Since January is Nati
|l enge:
How many zeros does

ng,

T C

LT
x o

Happy
We

Ms .


http://www.factcite.com

The Counseling Corner From Mrs. Nash

Greetings Parent s,

Il am pleased to announcebtuhbhyi hbe PE
club, i1s wel/l under way with meeting aft
son and myself are the sponsors and we
portunity to work with our group of yol
the club members work together to:l earrt
techniques and strengthen interpersonal
wi | | begin making community appearance:
with the Snow White production on Decer
few upcoming basketball games. We | ook
about bullying!

On Novehwred NovEmMmblerhegl2d individual
ferencé5r awdée hsBBudents who had a D or be

j ect s. These conferences focused,on wt
habits, turning in homework, participat
ti ons, etc.) need to be made i n order t

And | astl vy, |  enj'dyyreadd emecel taisnsg twi tdhi sec
i ng. Students were able to gain insigl
ing a story of a fictitious student wh
wards, students were instructed to wri-t
would help this student. At the concl t
in a fun interactive Aget to know,youo

I hope that everyone has a wonderf ul
| aughter and | ove!

Unt i | Ne xt Ti me,

Ms . Nash



An Update From Our Literacy and Curriculum Coach................
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YSSLI / 2yySOGSR 6A0K C¢KSANI wSt
Winter break is a great time for reading! Use the following questions, to prompt a dis-
cussion about what your child is reading.

CAQaz2Yy
Who is the main character/protagonist and
what is their problem/conflict?
About what event did you just finish reading?
What will happen next and why do you think so?
Where and when does the story take place? What are the author’s main ideas about the top-
What clues to the setting has the author provid- | ic?

b2¢€AOa2Yy
What is the topic and why is the author writing
about it?
How is the author organizing the information?

ed?
How will the problem/conflict be solved/ Which supporting details have you found to be
resolved? most interesting? Explain why.

Who is your favorite character? Why is he/she
your favorite and how would you describe him/
her?

What is the lesson you think the author is trying
to teach the reader?

What questions do you still have about the sto-
ry? Characters? Setting?

What questions do you still have about the top-
ic?

What interesting words have you encountered

What interesting words have you encountered

while reading this story? while reading this article?

[ S (T NBIYHS Ly O2¢2ERYSYAR | RAS YW Y
2 AYUSNI ClFLYAfeée al GK YR azez2y bA3
2 S K2L)S e2dz gAfft 22Ay dza F2NJ 2dzNJ gAYy
{0dzRSYy (& 6K2 KIFI@GS NBGOGdZNY SR GKSANI LISN.
GSFOKSNAR (2 62NJ 2y K2YSg2N] FyR O2Y
INBE a]1SR G2 22Ay dza 4 nYon F2NJ G|IKS
GKAA SOSYyl &aGdzRSyda |yR LI NBydaa oAl

LI Ayeay3d> 2SgSEtNEB YI{Ay3as O2NYy K2t S|z

LIK202 0220KXZ SdsaYloazy 2FNE YR ayl|O]
YAaaArzy ataLda oAttt 6S O2YAy3d K2YS Ay
4SS e2dz §KSNBH



An Update From Our Math Coach

Dear Parents... please help us help your child. In January, each grade will be working
on something in Math that you can help get them ready for now.

CA DK SvillbeRv&rbikE on S £ | LJA Srianaary, But many fifth graders have
trouble i St £ A.¥l&dse asKy&Gur child to tell you the time as often as you think
about it. If they have trouble, help them. They learned how in elementary school, but,
in this age of digital clocks, may need practice.

In& A E (i K studédds viISe workingon @2 £ dzY' S | Y R . IfiydaNdfahyO S
cooking or baking using a teaspoon, tablespoon or cups, please ask your child to meas-
ure it for you. Talk about how the abbreviations for teaspoon and tablespoon look sim-
ilar, but are very different if you’re baking a cake!

{ SOS Y (i KwilBbhwoRiBgNEHLINE 0 | id JAnbaky.df §our family plays any kind
of board game with dice or cards, please talk about the likelihood of rolling double 5s
or drawing three aces in a row. If your family doesn’t play with dice or cards, ask your
child questions like, “What’s the chance of it raining today?” Also, students will be re-
lying on their Y dzf o LJ A O ltogakylate probédiiitd If you have a child who
struggles to remember multiplication facts, please help your child practice them.
Working ONLY on those facts they don’t know for five minutes each day works much
better than working on all of them for an hour.

Studentsin S A 3 K (i Kwill BeNvbriRngwitha |j dzt NS y dzYo SNA. | Yy
Don’t worry if you don’t remember these. You can help your child practice the perfect
squares they learned in seventh grade. They should know (off the top of their head)
that 1x1is 1 and 2x2 is 4.... all the way to 20x20 is 400. Here’s the list:

1x1=1 6x6=36 11x11=121 16x16=256
2x2=4 7x7=49 12x12=144 17x17=289
3x3=9 8x8=64 13x13=169 18x18=324
4x4=16 9x9=81 14x14=196 19x19=361
5x5=25 10x10=100 15x15=225 20x20=400
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A Spotlight on Our New Teachers!

Each month in our newsletter we will spend time introducing our families to the new

teachers we have at EIS. To accomplish this goal, some of our student authors will com-

pose articles for you to read as a way to get better acquainted with our new faculty members.
These student authors will spend time interviewing our new teachers, then they will compose an ar-
ticle with information highlighting these faculty members. We hope you enjoy their compositions!

Mr. Charles Hudson

Happy Holidays from the newspaper crew. This is Jaclyn Suggs, Kathleen Winters, Michalah Beck, and Tamajai Parrotte.

We are part of the 6" and 7" grade newsletter club. This month we are interviewing Mr. Hudson, the 7" grade Geogra-
phy teacher.

Mr. Hudson decided to become a teacher after he was told he couldn’t fly helicopters for the US. Coast Guard because
of his vision. After that he wanted to be a pastor/youth pastor, but he didn’t feel called to it. Since he liked working
with young people and because of his love of history he decided to become a teacher. Mr. Hudson just didn’t only
teach 7" grade Geography, but in the past he taught 712t grade US History 1 and 2, economics, VA/US history, gov-
ernment, and current events.

He went to college at University of Virginia, and he earned his bachelor’s degree in the year 2000. He also went to J.
Sargent Reynolds Community College in 1995 to earn his Associate of Education. One other place he went to school
was The University of Richmond and the Collage of William & Mary in 2007 to complete his Post-Graduate work.

Mr. Hudson didn’t play any sports growing up. He worked several days a week for ages 15-18 so he could buy a car and
pay for the auto insurance. His closest thing to sports is his favorite football team, which is the Redskins and he also
loves college football, go UVA! Mr. Hudson grew up in Millers Tavern, VA. He has been teaching for seventeen years.
He taught at Victory Christian Academy, Central High School in King and Queen County, and of course Essex Intermedi-
ate School.

Mr. Hudson enjoys fishing in the Outer Banks, and he also enjoys spending time with his wife and two children. Mr.
Hudson was born on May 4™, which is also Star Wars day. “May the Fourth be with you.” The reason Mr. Hudson want-
ed to teach at EIS was because he attended ECPS for his school days for k-12. He thinks it’s cool that he gets to teach
the children of his friends that he went to school with. He is proud to be able to be part of purple and gold!

Ms. Christina Tuculet:
Let us tell you about Ms. Christina Tuculet. She decided to become a teacher when she was in college. She had

changed her major several times, but she always knew she wanted to work with kids so she decided to teach. 6™ grade
Math is the subject she teaches. The college she went to was Longwood University. She didn’t play any sports in col-
lege, but she did do gymnastics in middle and high school. She also played soccer when she was a kid. The state she
grew up in was Virginia, and she grew up in Glouster. She moved here to Tappahannock when she started teaching
here at EIS. This year is her first year teaching here at EIS. The schools she taught at were Yorktown County in York
County. She also taught at Queens Lake Middle School. Her favorite hobbies

when she’s not in school is doing yoga in her free time and she also loves to

read. The reason she wanted to teach at EIS is because she wanted to teach in a

small school that wasn’t too far from her family and home, so EIS seemed like a

so don’t forget to wish her a happy birthday!!!

Endia Ross, Jasmine Studvent, Haylee Ferrell, Cristian Weeden




