UPCOMING EVENTS:

*MARCH 1- INTERIMS
GO HOME

*MARCH 2- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

eMARCH 3- SCHOOL
BOARD BUDGET
WORK SESSION AT
6:00

*MARCH 6- DANCE
TICKETS ON SALE AT
LUNCH

*MARCH 7- DANCE
TICKETS ON SALE AT
LUNCH

*MARCH 7- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 9- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

e MARCH 10- PTO
DANCE 7-10 PM

eMARCH 13- MUSIC
AND ARTS IN OUR
SCHOOLS PRESENTA-
TIONS AT THE
SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING @ 6:00 PM
AT EHS

*MARCH 14 AND 15-
8TH GRADE WRITING
SOL

*MARCH 14- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 14- PTO
MEETING AT 6:00

*MARCH 16- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

eMARCH 20- ECPS
PARTNERSHIP FOR
EXCELLENCE MEET-
ING @ 6:00 PM AT
EHS

*MARCH 21- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 23- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 28- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 30- AFTER
SCHOOL TUTORING

*MARCH 31- 6TH
GRADE SCIENCE
CLASS FIELD TRIP

*MARCH 31- LIP SYNC
CONTEST AT 6:00

Essex Intermediate School

MARCH, 2017

Dear Families,

We hope everyone has
been enjoying the warm
weather we’ve had re-

cently! It has given us a
taste of spring, and we
are eagerly looking forward to many great events and activities we have
planned at EIS this March.

This March our PTO will host our spring dance on Friday, March 10th.
Tickets will be on sale during lunch on March 6th and 7th. Our PTO dances
are one of my favorite events at EIS. We have so many wonderful parent
volunteers who work hard to ensure the event is successful, and we get to
watch our students enjoy having fun together.

At the end of March, our Student Council Association is sponsoring our first
annual Lip Sync contest at EIS. This event will be held on Friday, March 31st
at 6:00 in the EIS cafeteria. We are so excited to see the talent we have at
EIS! Tickets are $3.00 per person and can be purchased at the door.

Our 8th grade students will be taking their Writing SOL test in March. We
are so proud of the hard work our 8th grade students have been putting in
every day here at EIS to prepare. We know they are going to do a great
job!

These are just a few of the exciting upcoming events we will be having at
EIS. We hope you enjoy reading through the newsletter this month to learn
more about the amazing things that have been going on in our school. If you
have any questions about our upcoming events or activities here at EIS,
please feel free to contact me at any time at hgentry@essex.kl2.va.us or
804-443-3040. Thank you for your continued support!

Best regards,

Heather Gentry
Principal
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EIS Library News

Excited to Celebrate Dr. Seuss:

Each year schools across the country celebrate Read Across America
week during the first week of March. This date was chosen because be-
loved children’s author Dr. Seuss was born on March 2. This year, our Y
school is going to do something extra fun to join this special celebration of ™
reading! Beginning Tuesday February 28, each day will have a theme to correspond to
a Dr. Seuss book title. Students may dress according to each day’s theme. We en-
courage the students o be creative and show their Seuss sense of stylel Also on
Thursday March 2, all students and staff at EIS will Stop, Drop, and Read during our
enrichment block. This was an incredible activity last year and we hope that this year
will be even more exciting as we all read together, just for the fun of itl

Day Dr. Seuss Book What to Wear
Tuesday, Feb. 28 My Many Col or gd Wﬁ%‘? g\angociisﬁ{)leg!en‘r colors as
Wednesday, March 1 The Foot Book Wear crazy socks!
Thursday, March 2 Favorite Book ChXPa% yogr‘rfa;/;ﬁr!igeybook charac-
Friday, March 3 Cat in the Halt DayWearacrazyhat!

Learning in the Library:

February really brought out our studentsdlove for reading and research. Our 5™
grade students used both print and online resources in order to research famous
African- Americans for Black History month projects. After receiving a lesson on
how to begin research, our sixth grade science students began investigating sci-
entists and a variety of scientific topics all while sharpening their Destiny Library
skills. Seventh grade students came in to print pictures for various projects and
our eighth graders enjoyed hearing a read-aloud of Wh i t e Soalg bysAfrican-
American author Evelyn Coleman.

Accelerated Reader:

On Friday March 17™, students who made their AR points goal for the second nine
weeks were invited to a “game day” celebration. Students played bingo, board games,
and participated in raffles while enjoying hot chocolate and cider with fancy toppings




Students of the Month

Each month, students from each grade level are nominated by the EIS staff for exhibiting our
behavioral expectatlons and %omg above and beyond at our school. From these nomlnatlons
our staff members choose a boy n d gi N
|I\:/Ior ttrr\]e month of February we recognlzed the following students as our PBIS Students of the

on

5th Grade:

Matt hew iIFMatntchesw i s an excellent student. He can al\
sponsible, and ready. Matthew is very kind to his p
Janivah Thdmpsgwyah is one of the hardest workers | Kk
does that extra work to really take advantage of th
excellent participant in c¢class.

6t h Grade:

Jamer dJidimelra i s al ways respectful, takes responsibi
her homewor k. She is always ready with her notleboo
Andrew Thekmpdowaor ks hard, always come prepared to
needs to be successful, and most i mportantly palys a
with relevant information to add to the | esson.
7t h Grade:

Graci ei Byarcdi e has a wonderful attitude and al ways cc
has good behavior, and helps others.

Bri an N&wbhialnl wor ks hard, foll ows rul es, is polilte,
the Essex Way at all ti mes.

8t h Grade:

Mi_ chael R oMiecrhtaseoln al ways get s

shows great responsibility in

polite, and courteous young m3j

ments properly and on time. H

mates and he has a wonder f ul
to teach!

Aal i vah- Alaiypyah i s dedicated t

excelling in her academics. S
en in class and is willing to
asked or needed. She is a mod:¢
l owing the plan for success s

Congratulations to our Students of the Month for FebruarXpove: (left to right)- Matthew Francis,
We enjoyed honoring these students at a special lunche@ichael Robertson, Jamera Hill, Andrew

on February 28th at EIS. Thompson, Aaliyah Taylor, Janiyah

Thompson, Brian Newbill, Gracie Byrd



From the Coaches(orner
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One of the major difficulties students have in becoming independent learners in Science

(or for that matter, in any field) is vocabulary. Students with a weak vocabulary will find

texts difficult to comprehend and will likely disengage early. So what can you as a parent

or educator do to help?

Luckily, increasing oneds vocabul arekpoi s a
sure. Students must be exposed to words often and in different ways. Research shows

that a minimum of six contextual exposures (i.e. not just definitions) are needed for a stu-
dent to recognize and accurately use a new word.

A few concrete ways to help students I mpr

ReadilBgcouraging students to read at ojr s
great way to teach them new hveaor dwa .l |1 rm efl
courage students to read diverse texts,

Vocab Rich Hlaaviikng ri ch conversations |wi
conversation that engages with advanced
state efxpwoswalbe!

Word Consci ONMhsenéses: reading to student s,

i ng new words in conversation, hi ghligh
to point out and discuss words that are
what they are doing in their c¢classroagm,
me an.

Direct I nsAcucalbn:take time to teach |nev
cially those you know wil | pop up in |[th
Use multi medi a Assdmii gtuiersg novel vocab wi
power ful technique.r &€lspteed avoyalbwlrarsye, e:
eo or Images related to the word, play

draw pictures that are related. And of

own sentences (evernelextpdd caxdryciisne sv)o.cab
Revi Matke sure to revisit vocab di scussled
new words om ngditsddent s



What do you like best about EIS?

Our student reporters chose to focus this month’s article on their fellow classmates.
They spent time interviewing ELS students to discover their favorite thing about
EIs.
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Update from our Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Nash

Greeting Parents/Guardians,

On February 23rd, 27" and 28", our 7" graders embarked on a journey that took them from 7" grade all
the way through 12™1 Using the VA Wizard program, we had the opportunity to create a tentative plan of
courses and talk about requirements for graduation. This plan is called an Academic and Career Plan and it
will follow your child through high school. Printed copies will be sent home for your review during the first
week of March.

Secondly, | wanted to let you know that this is the time of the year that many organizations begin to post
information regarding summer volunteer opportunities. Volunteer work is a great way for kids to get in-
volved and make a difference in the community. Sometimes it can be difficult to find volunteer opportuni-
ties that kids can get passionate about. Here are some great opportunities for kids to learn and grow while
making the world a better place.

. IAgesi18-18.(Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden has
a variety of volunteer opportunities for youth including service learning, summer volunteer opportunities,
internships and vocational training. We have opportunities for middle and high-schoolers who want to
work for a day, a week, a month, or year-round. We work with youth who have a variety of goals for their
volunteer work here including those who want to learn new skills, get work experience, or earn community
service hours.

Veoluntéers must be 14 or older to volunteer independently
(without a parent or guardian)., 2 dzil K @2 f dzy G SSNE T 2NJ 2f RSNJ Y I 2dzik t dzy (i €
@2fdzyiSSNAR Ay 3INIRSa c¢ (KNPRAZANI iymaYll 8B rI{{3aNad A-OLSLI/ & didoxb
The Richmond SPCA does not accept court-mandated volunteers.

4

American
Cross

Together, we can save a life

1 Ages 1317 Helping others feels good, and helps you feel good
about yourself. Your local Red Cross can work with you to provide rewarding experiences, opportunities to
utilize your talents, or provide training to help you serve your community.

Until Next Time,

Ms. Nash


http://www.lewisginter.org/support/volunteer/teen-volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.richmondspca.org/page.aspx?pid=303
http://www.richmondspca.org/page.aspx?pid=532
https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=intake&entry_point_id=3517&unit_id=990&logout=1

Read and Roll Program!

Reading is fun! Sports are fun! You can do both for free! A library card is
free and you can read your way onto a Parks and Recreation team. Just
sign up for the Read and Roll Challenge. If you read enough you will get to
participate in Indoor Soccer for free! Entry forms are available in the EIS

front office.

Here@ what you do:

1) Pick up a check sheet in the EIS front office.

2) Show that you or your family have a library card.

3) Earn AR points at your school and create book reviews to share with

your school and your library.

*Grades 5-8, earn five points and write two book reviews or earn

eight points and write one book re-view.
4) Attend your school@ AR event.

5) Turn in Check Sheet at the Essex County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment or the Essex Public Library.

6) Send a thank you to the sponsor who paid your way onto the team.



