UPCOMING EVENTS:

OCT. 3RD- AUGUST
BIRTHDAY CELE-
BRATION

OCT. 3RD- WEAR A
BLUE SHIRT FOR
BULLYING PREVEN-
TION

OCT. 4TH- PTO
FUNDRAISER ENDS

OCT. 4TH- EIS
SCHOOL IMPROVE-
MENT MEETING AT
3:15 IN THE EIS LI-
BRARY

OCT. 5TH- INTER-
IMS GO HOME

OCT. 5TH- SEPTEM-
BER BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

OCT 7TH- PASTRIES
WITH PARENTS

OCT. 10TH- SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING AT
7:00 PM

OCT. 17TH- LIONS
CLUB HEARING AND
VISION SCREEN-
INGS 7TH GRADE

OCT. 17TH- DANCE
TICKETS ON SALE
AT LUNCH

OCT. 18TH AND
19TH- PICTURE DAY

OCT. 18TH- DANCE
TICKETS ON SALE
AT LUNCH

OCT. 18TH- SCHOOL
-WIDE PARENT IN-
VOLVEMENT EVENT
AFTER SCHOOL

OCT. 18TH- PTO

MEETING IN THE
LIBRARY AT 6:00

P.M.

OCT. 20TH- EARTH-
QUAKE DRILL AT
10:20 AM

OCT. 21ST- PTO
DANCE

OCT. 28TH- 6TH
GRADE SCIENCE
FIELD TRIP (FIRST
SEMESTER SCIENCE
STUDENTS)

eNOV 1ST- EIS
SCHOOL IMPROVE-
MEMT MEETING AT
3:15 IN THE EIS LI-
BRARY

Essex Intermediate School

OCTOBER, 2016

Looking Forward to a Great Year!

Dear Families,

There is something so exciting about the beginning of the
school year! Our students are engaged and eager to learn,
and our teachers have been busy preparing interesting les-
sons to ensure students are active participants in the

learning process.

As we reflect on the 2015-2016 school year, we are so proud of the amazing accomplish-
ments our school achieved throughout the year. We had an incredible turn out for our par-
ent involvement events all year long, our students and staff participated in numerous after
school clubs, our discipline referrals decreased, and our school’s pass rate on the SOL tests
increased in every subject area. We could not have had such a successful year without a won-
derful partnership with our parents and our community. Thank you for your support of our
school. When our parents, teachers, and community work together to support each other,
everyone benefits from this partnership.

We are all looking forward to building on the successes of last year as we work to make this
year even better! We have many exciting events planned for our students and our families
during the 2016-2017 school year. | encourage you to attend our parent involvement events
throughout the year. We are going to continue with the after school clubs that were estab-
lished last year as well as add new clubs to our opportunities for our students this year.
Please encourage your child to become involved in EIS through participation in an after school
club. At the beginning of each month, we send out our school newsletter via email to par-
ents. It can also be found on our website, and paper copies are available in the office at EIS. |
encourage you to read this newsletter, as it is a great source of information about the upcom-
ing events at EIS, and it contains helpful information for our families. If you have any questions
about what you read in our newsletter, please feel free to contact me at any time at hgen-
try@essex.kl2.va.us or 804-443-3040. Together, we can make each day a great day for learn-
ing!

Best regards,

Heather Gentry
Principal
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"Accomplishment
will prove to be a
Journey, not a

destination.’

~Dwight D.

Eisenhower

Update from Our Guidance Counselor

¥ S
-~ Dear Parents & Guardians,

It is hard to believe, but another school year is well underway.
I'm looking forward to working at Essex Intermediate School
this year as I meet once again some familiar faces as well as
some new ones. As the school counselor I enjoy providing small
groups, individual counseling, crisis counseling and classroom
guidance. These services promote personal and social growth,
which, in turn, raises academic standards. If you feel that I can
be of assistance to your child, please don't hesitate to contact
me. Below is a list of some of the reasons you or your child may

want to contact me.

* Academic skills support

« School adjustment issues

« Coping, problem-solving, decision-making concerns

* Organizational, study and test-taking skills

* Peer relationships and conflict resolution problems
- Divorce, separation and family changes

- Experiencing loss, death and grief

- Substance abuse awareness

* Multicultural/diversity awareness

* School-based and community resources information or refer-
rals

Until next time,

Ms. Nash
School Counselor

PBIS Update From Mr. Ault

EIS kicked off PBIS this year by encouraging students to believe in themselves
and give 100% every day. Mr. Ault met with each class in the cafeteria to talk
about what we're doing every 9 weeks to reward students for holding them-

@ selves to high academic and behavioral standards and to emphasize the im-

portance of being in school and being on time every day. We have an awe-
some community of students, parents, and educators at EIS, and together we
will continue to believe in and build the foundation for a great future for our
children.

ESSEX INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
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From Our Instructional Coaches......

Tips from the Coaches Corner

What is the importance of reading and writing in the math curricu-
lum?

Reading, writing, and mathematics are inseparable. Hands-on mathemat-
ics can stimulate curiosity and build understanding before students read
or write about the topic. The more students know about a topic, the bet-
ter they comprehend and learn from text on the topic.
The 1importance of writing in the mathematics classroom cannot be “The most
overemphasized. In the process of writing, students clarify their own
understanding of mathematics and their communication skills. They
must organize their ideas and thoughts more logically and structure succeed is to
their conclusions in a more coherent way. just try one
Use reading and writing with your child in math by stressing the im-
portance of how they found the answer. Here are some examples:

* In the multiplication problem 8 x 62, have your child create a word ~Themas

problem. (I have 8 crates. There are 62 peaches in each crate. How Edison

many peaches are in all of the crates combined?)

* Say or write the steps used to solve an addition, subtraction or

division problem

* When reading a story, have your child make a mathematical equa-

tion from actions in the story (If Snow White had made shirts and

pants for the 7 Dwarves, how many articles of clothing would she

have made?)

certain way to

more time.”

Have fun with your
child!
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"A good teacher
can inspire hope,
ignite the
imagination, and
instill a love of

learning.” Brad

Henry

Introducing Our New Teachers!

Hello, we are the 6" and 7" grade newspaper club. We are Kathleen Winters,
Michalah Beck, Jaclyn Suggs, and Tamajai Parrotte. We interviewed Mrs. Nordyke.
Mrs. Nordyke decided to be a teacher since as early as elementary school. She
teaches Math this year, but she has also taught Science. She went to college at the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, John Tyler Community College, J. Sergeant
Reynolds Community College, VCU, VSU, William and Mary, the University of Rich-
mond, and Old Dominion University.

She doesn’t play any sports anymore, but she used to play softball, racquetball, and
she would run, bike, and swim in races called triathlons. She grew up in Wisconsin.
She has taught for 13 years so far. She taught at Carter G. Woodson in Hopewell
and G. W. Carver in Chesterfield, VA. She likes to read, knit, crochet, and fish. Her
birthday is April 28", She wanted to teach at EIS because she moved to the area
and wanted to be in a school with a smaller group of kids so she could get to know
them all. She loves adventure, and she thinks she will enjoy this one very much!

Hello, we are the 6™ and 7" grade newspaper club. Our names are Endia Ross,
Haylee Ferrell, Cristian Weeden, and Jasmine Studvent. We would like to introduce
you to a new teacher here at EIS named Mrs. Bryant. She decided to become a
teacher in high school. She had a lot of fun tutoring students who were younger
than her and people older than her. The subject she teaches is 6™ grade English,
and she has taught before. She got her bachelor’s degree and her master’s degree
from the College of William and Mary. She didn’t play any sports, but she did play
the trumpet.

She grew up in Virginia. This is her third year teaching, but her first year in Essex.
The school she taught at for two years was Page Middle School in Gloucester. Her
favorite hobby to do when she is not in school is ride horses, reading, and fishing.
She also likes to write stories, cook, bake, and do puzzles. December
14" is her birthday. She wanted to teach at EIS because it is a small
school system that isn’t far from home, and she heard how friendly all
the people were. She wanted us to know that her husband and her
keep bees and make honey and that she has chickens that lay colored
eggs. Her favorite place to go on vacation is the Outer Banks, and she
collects seashells. We hope you enjoyed learning about Mrs. Bryant!

ESSEX INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
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News irom the EIS Library...................

News from the EIS Libraryé

Welcome to the EIS library! Our mission is to empower students to be critical thinkers, enthusiastic
readers, skillful researchers, and ethical users and creators of information through direct instruction
with students, collaboration with staff, and a media program that provides a variety of programs, ser-
vices and resources.

| am really excited about this school year. The students are full of enthusiasm as they excitedly use

our brand new desktop computers and our online catalog Destiny, to locate and check out new arri-

vals and award winning books. Research shows that reading improves vocabulary, builds self -
esteem, and is an active ment al process. Iltds al so
at EIS.

Middle School libraries serve students who span a wide range of reading, developmental and interest

levels. What is interesting  and appropriate for eleven  -year - olds may not be interesting  and/or appro-
priate for fourteen -year - olds and vice versa. Since book selection in the library is free choice, these
should all be taken into consideration when selecting books that one in a particular age group can
completely enjoy.

I would also like to share a few library procedures with you so that you are aware of our policies.
1. Students may come to the library with their class or independently with a pass from their teacher.

2. Students are allowed to check out up to 3 library books. Certain classes require a textbook as well.
Library books are due two weeks from checkout. Textbooks are checked out for the entire school
year but are due in June.

3. Fines are NOT charged for overdue books, however, replacement fees are charged for lost or
damaged books.

4. Overdue notices will be sent home twice per nine week grading period.

We are also adding cool new seating areas to the library. We hope that this will create a relaxing and
fun space to read and socialize!

Last but not least, get ready for our fall
Scholastic book fair. This exciting event will
be coming to our library November 7 th
11th. Look for more information to come
home soon!

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader!
~Margaret Fuller

Happy Reading,
Latanya Weeden
EIS Librarian




Students of the Month

Each month, students from each grade level are nominated by the EIS staff for exhibiting our

behavioral expectations and going above and beyond at our school. From these nomina-

tions, our staff members choose a boy and
month. For the month of September we recognized the following students as our PBIS Stu-

dents of the Month:

5th Grade: Tavian Dancy and Makiyah Peele

6th Grade: Eric Rodriguez Gonzalez and Grace Dann
7th Grade: Haley Martin and Will Dunn

8th Grade: Morgan Gray and Tahraun Hammond

Congratulations to our Students of tl
Month for September. Each month
vite the family members of our stude
the month to eat lunch with their chil
on the stage in the cafeteria as a sp
recognition for their achievement. V
forward to recognizing the Students
Month for October soon!.

EIS SOL Results

At EIS we are proud of our entire EIS family including our staff, our students, and our family members
for all of their support and hard work last year. Our school’s SOL scores improved from the previous
year, and we reached the accreditation benchmarks in both Math and Science. We are looking for-
ward to building on this success during the 2016-2017 school year as we work to achieve full accredi-
tation by reaching the 75% benchmark in English. Thank you for your continued support as we all
work together towards this goal!

English 65 71
Math 70 71

Science 53 72




Save the Date!!!!
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At EIS we will be recognizing Red Ribbon Week the week of October 24th-28th. Red Ribbon week

is a national alcohol, tobacco, and drug prevention awareness campaign that is observed annually
in October. In observance of this week, students will have the following spirit wear days:

Monday, October 24th— Too bright for drugs, wear neon colors
Tuesday, October 25th— Join the fight against drugs, wear camouflage
Wednesday, October 26th— Don’t get tied down with drugs, wear tie dye

Thursday, October 27th— Don’t let drugs mix you up, mix
up day

l

Friday, October 28th— United against drugs, wear red, | National Red Ribbon Wee¥

white, and blue




