
 

Dear Families, 

There is something so exciting about the beginning of the 

school year!  Our students are engaged and eager to learn, 

and our teachers have been busy preparing interesting les-

sons to ensure students are active participants in the 

learning process.  This year we are especially excited to wel-

come our 4th grade students to our school as the inaugural 

4th grade class at EIS! 

Here at EIS, one of our priorities revolves around ensuring our parents and community mem-

bers are actively involved in our school.  We believe that through a partnership of parents, 

community members, and teachers we will be able to work together to ensure the progress 

of each and every one of our students.  In this newsletter you will find information about sev-

eral upcoming parent involvement events.  We hope that our fathers or father figures can at-

tend our Watch D.O.G.S. kick-off event on October 16th.  We also hope to see many of our 

4th and 5th grade families at our first family involvement event on October 18th.    

These are just a few of the many exciting events planned for our students and our families 

during the 2017-2018 school year.  I encourage you to attend our parent involvement events 

throughout the year.  We also have numerous after school club opportunities for our stu-

dents at EIS.  Please encourage your child to become involved in EIS through participation in 

an after school club.   At the beginning of each month, we send out our school newsletter via 

email to parents.  It can also be found on our website, and paper copies are available in the 

office at EIS.  I encourage you to read this newsletter, as it is a great source of information 

about the upcoming events at EIS, and it contains helpful information for our families.  If you 

have any questions about what you read in our newsletter, please feel free to contact me at 

any time at hgentry@essex.k12.va.us or 804-443-3040.  Together, we can make each day a 

great day for learning! 

Best regards, 

Heather Gentry 

Principal 

 

Looking Forward to a Great Year! 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  

Essex Intermediate School 
O C T O B E R ,  2 0 1 7   

O C T .  2 N D –  W E A R  

B L U E  S H I R T  T O  

S T O M P  O U T  B U L -

L Y I N G  

O C T .  3 R D –  P T O  

F U N D R A I S E R  E N D S  

O C T .  4 T H –  I N T E R -

I M S  G O  H O M E  

O C T .  4 T H –  S I X T H  

G R A D E  F I E L D  T R I P  

F O R  F I R S T  S E M E S -

T E R  S C I E N C E  S T U -

D E N T S  

O C T .  5 T H –  

S C H O O L  P I C T U R E S  

O C T .  9 T H –  S E V -

E N T H  G R A D E  V I -

S I O N  A N D  H E A R -

I N G  S C R E E N I N G  

O C T .  9 T H –  

S C H O O L  B O A R D  

M E E T I N G  A T  7  P M  

O C T .  1 6 T H - 2 0 T H –  

B O O K  F A I R  W E E K  

A T  E I S !  

O C T .  1 6 T H –  W A T C H  

D . O . G . S .  K I C K - O F F  

P I Z Z A  E V E N T  A T  6  

P M  

O C T .  1 8 T H –  

4 T H / 5 T H  G R A D E  

P A R E N T  I N V O L V E -

M E N T  E V E N T  

O C T .  1 8 T H –  B O O K  

F A I R  F A M I L Y  

N I G H T  

O C T .  1 9 T H –  

E A R T H Q U A K E  

D R I L L  

O C T .  2 3 R D - 2 7 T H –  

R E D  R I B B O N  

W E E K !  

O C T .  2 3 R D –  P T O  

M E E T I N G  A T  6  P M  

O C T .  2 5 T H –  W E A R  

O R A N G E  F O R  U N I -

T Y  D A Y  

O C T .  2 6 T H –  F I F T H  

G R A D E  F I E L D  T R I P  

O C T .  2 7 T H –  

S C H O O L  D A N C E S –  

4 T H / 5 T H  G R A D E  

F R O M  3 : 3 0 - 5 : 0 0 ,  

6 T H / 7 T H  G R A D E  

F R O M  6 : 0 0 - 8 : 0 0  
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"Accomplishment 

will prove to be a 

journey, not a 

destination.”  

~Dwight D. 

Eisenhower 

4th/5th Grade Parent Involvement Event 

‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night 
Event! 

FREE Pizza, Drinks and 
Fun! 

On Monday, October 16
th

 at 6:00 pm we will be hav-
ing our 1st annual ‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night at our 
school.  We will meet in the EIS cafeteria at 6:00 pm 
for FREE pizza and drinks.  We will also have a 
presentation about our WATCH D.O.G.S.

® 
(Dads Of 

Great Students) Program.  WATCH D.O.G.S.
®
  is an 

innovative program being used by schools across 
America which helps them to be positively impacted 
by the committed involvement of fathers and father-
figures in their student’s life.  Our goal is to have you 
spend at least one day this year at the school to be a 
positive male role model and to provide an extra set of 
eyes and ears. 

Dads, granddads, uncles, step-dads and adult broth-
ers . . . this is your chance to have a night out alone 
with your child in a fun atmosphere at school.  Sign-up 
forms will be coming home on Monday with your child.  
We hope to see you there! 

  

Our first parent involvement event will be held on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 18th for our 4th and 5th grade students and their families.  All 

students who have returned permission slips will stay after school 

with their teachers to work on homework and engage in a fun Sci-

ence project.  Parents will join us at 4:30 for our Wild Western Fes-

tival!  Students and parents will get to enjoy visiting fun stations 

such as a photo booth, wagon wheel races, Western line dancing, 

milk jug bowling, lasso roping, and more.  We hope to see all of our 

4th and 5th grade families on October 18th! 

E S S E X  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  

“The most 

certain way to 

succeed is to 

just try one 

more time.” 

~Thomas 

Edison 



News From the EIS Library…... 
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Welcome to the EIS library!  Our mission is to empower students to be 
critical thinkers, enthusiastic readers, skillful researchers, and ethical 
users and creators of information through direct instruction with stu-
dents, collaboration with staff, and a media program that provides a va-
riety of programs, services and resources. 

Our library serves students who span a wide range of reading and inter-
est levels. What is interesting and appropriate for nine-year-olds may 
not be interesting and/or appropriate for thirteen-year-olds and vice 
versa. These should all be taken into consideration when selecting books 
that one in a particular age group can completely enjoy.   We have start-
ed the school year with many new books and the students are excited to 
be “the first one” to check them out! 

Speaking of new books, our students and staff will be able to choose 
from hundreds of them when Scholastic’s Wild West Book Fair comes 
to our school October 16th-20th.  Get ready to saddle up and make your 
way to the reading frontier where readers are wanted and adventure 
awaits in books galore from Scholastic and other popular publishers.  
Reading for pleasure has real and long-lasting benefits.  It unlocks the 
power of information and imagination and helps kids discover who they 
are.  There will be a wide variety of books in many interest and reading 
levels.                                                                                        

 
Book Fair dates: October 16th-20th    Shopping hours: 8:00-3:30 daily  
Also, please make plans to attend our Family Event Hoedown from 3:30-
5:30 on Wednesday, Oct. 18th!  You’ll be sure to have a rootin’ 
tootin’ good time with fun activities, contests, book giveaways and 
more! 
 
If you would like to volunteer for the book fair, we’d be happy to 
have you join us.  I can be reached by phone at 443-3040, email at 
lweeden@essex.k12.va.us or you may send a note by your child.  
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings to school 
the books kids want to read. It’s a wonderful selection of engaging 
and affordable books for every reader. Please make plans to visit 
our fair and be involved in shaping your child’s reading habits. Let’s work 
together to find a new frontier—and a whole lot of fun—at the Wild 
West Book Fair, where our students can ride off into the sunset with 
books they love! Yee- haw!!! 

Happy Reading, 
Latanya Weeden 
EIS Librarian 

mailto:lweeden@essex.k12.va.us
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News From Mrs. Nash 
  
 
 
 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 
 
 It is hard to believe, but another school year 
is well underway. I have enjoyed seeing famil-
iar faces and getting to know new students.   
 
Visiting classrooms, I have witnessed some 
amazing learning and growth! Our students 
have shown that they are Responsible, Re-
spectful and Ready!  With that said, we are 
Ready for October and our annual anti-bullying 
campaign. This year, students will have an op-
portunity to participate in a poster contest, 
pledge signing and spirit days.   
 
I’ve included a few links that are helpful for 
parents when discussing bullying with your 
children. I’ve also included a link to our poster 
contest. This is a great family project oppor-
tunity!!! I look forward to seeing all of the en-
tries!!! 
 
https://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/ 
 
https://www.pacerteensagainstbullying.org/ 
 
http://stompoutbullying.org/ 
 
ANTIBULLYING\poster contest.pdf 
 
Until Next Time, 
Ms. Nash 

E S S E X  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  

Iõm Here to Help!!!! 
 
 If you feel that I can be of 
assistance to your child, 
please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me.  Below is a list of 
some of the reasons you or 
your child may want to con-
tact me.   
 
Å Academic skills support 
Å School adjustment issues 
Å Coping, problem-solving, 
decision-making concerns 
Å Organizational, study and 
test-taking skills 
Å Peer relationships and con-
flict resolution problems 
Å Divorce, separation and 
family changes 
Å Experiencing loss, death 
and grief 
Å Substance abuse aware-
ness 
Å Multicultural/diversity 
awareness 
 

https://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/
https://www.pacerteensagainstbullying.org/
http://stompoutbullying.org/
file://///REDWOOD/Home/tnash/ANTIBULLYING/poster%20contest.pdf


News from the Instructional Coaches………………. 
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5ƻ tǳƳǇƪƛƴǎ {ƛƴƪ ƻǊ CƭƻŀǘΚ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ 

This is a favorite autumn experiment which will encourage your child to make predictions, ask 

questions, graph results, discover density, and buoyancy with… pumpkins! While you’re at it 

have them guess if other items will float or sink.  Have them collect things around the house, 

make predictions, and then test them to confirm or disprove the prediction.  

You can even use this at a Halloween party or carnival and have kids guess what items float. 

The possibilities for some educational fun are endless!  

Supplies: 
*Pumpkins (different sizes) 

*Bucket of water (large enough for your pumpkins) 

Directions: 

1) Ask your child if he thinks the pumpkin will float or sink?  Why does he/she think that?  Some 

might say that the big pumpkins will sink but the little ones will float. 

2) Have your child ask different people what they think and record their predictions.* 

3) Place the pumpkins in the water one at a time and talk about the results. 

4) Discuss why the pumpkins floated regardless of size. (The answer? Pumpkins are hollow ob-

jects, and there is enough air trapped in the center of the pumpkin that it floats.) The huge 

pumpkins will bob in the water with part of the pumpkin in the water. 

 

Science can be fun! Without even knowing, your child is practicing the crucial science skills of 

prediction, experimentation and reasoning. Density is what makes something sink or float, not 

weight.  It’s about how the weight is spread out.  So the greater amount of hollow space makes 

something less dense and that makes it easier to float.  

 

* Create a bar graph to show how many people predicted sink 

versus float or comparing how many predictions were correct 

versus incorrect. 

Pumpkin PredictionsPumpkin PredictionsPumpkin Predictions   



.Ŝ ! {ŎƘƻƻƭ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ 
 

Essex County Public Schools invites parents and staff to a 
meeting about the school wellness policy on October 3

rd
 at 

3:45pm at the School Board Office, 109 Cross Street, Tappa-
hannock.  

 

Having healthy choices at school helps keep our children 
healthy and ready to learn. The school wellness policy helps 
our school create an action plan for nutrition and physical ac-
tivity at school.  Parents and staff can share their opinions 
and help make sure the policy is meeting the needs of our 
students. Essex Schools Wellness Policy JHCF is availa-
ble at: http://essex.k12.va.us/school_board/
policies__handbooks__and_manuals/policy_manual/ 

 

Parents and staff who are unable to attend the meeting can 
email comments about the wellness policy or nutrition and 
physical activity at their school to:  ahea-
ton@essex.k12.va.us 

We hope you will join us!  
 

WELLNESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

9ǎǎŜȄ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ  

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

Youth basketball registration through Essex County Parks and Recreation 
is now open.  To  register please go to 
www.essexcountyrec.com   

Registration will close on October 29th.  The season 
starts November 11th at EIS.  Please call 804-443-0303 
with any questions. 

http://essex.k12.va.us/school_board/policies__handbooks__and_manuals/policy_manual/
http://essex.k12.va.us/school_board/policies__handbooks__and_manuals/policy_manual/
mailto:aheaton@essex.k12.va.us
mailto:aheaton@essex.k12.va.us


 

Thanks for a GREAT start to the 2017-2018 School Year! 

²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ {ŜǇπ

ǘŜƳōŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘπ

ŘŀȅǎΗ  IŀǇǇȅ 

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
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ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ 
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hǳǊ пǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 

ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 

{ǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ 


